2nd AMAI Annual Seminar on HIV and AIDS

25 May 2009, Macau

	08:00–09:00
	Registration
	

	09:00-09:30
	Welcome Remarks
	

	
	Key note Address
	Mr Prasada Rao, UNAIDS


Quality of HIV communication

The quality of media output is the essence of capturing and retaining eyeballs and ears. Yet there are no prescriptions yet, to produce good quality media content in a style that is enticing for the intended audience. But is it possible to assure quality by defining the processes and sticking to the known best practices? What processes will assure minimum quality standards? What are the criteria that define such a standard? Will broadcasters be able to adopt such standards?

	14:00-15:30
	Chair
	Thailand

	
	Panellists:
	Sadhana Raut, AIR. India

	
	
	Mongolia

	
	
	


Sources of information

There are quite a few who still have fears about HIV infection through social contact, through mosquito bites etc. in spite of the many campaigns of the past that spell out how HIV is not transmitted. And at the other end of the spectrum, there are those who deny the reality of HIV. How can media challenge these myths? 

Scientific investigations about HIV, the immune system, the drugs that could be used for treating AIDS and AIDS related illnesses, preventive and therapeutic vaccines throw up interesting and significant results. How can we train media professionals to keep track of these advances and to report them without raising false hopes?

Who are the experts that media can use to get authentic information on different aspects of HIV and AIDS? People who are employed by UN agencies dealing with HIV? Government authorities dealing with control of AIDS? The scientists who are investigating HIV and AIDS related diseases? The NGOs who are taking care of the infected and the affected? The medical professionals who are testing for HIV and treating AIDS? People who are living with HIV? What are the criteria that broadcasters use in selecting the HIV experts?

	16:00-17:30
	Chair
	Indonesia

	
	Panellists:
	Savyasaachi Jain 

	
	
	Cambodia

	
	
	Papua New Guinea


Children, Women and HIV

The number of children who have lost their parents due to AIDS-related illnesses is on the rise. In some countries, the educational opportunities are affected because of the morbidity and death of teachers. Besides, the number of children who are HIV positive is also on the rise, in spite of the emergence of drugs that can prevent mother to child transmission. How can we discuss the issues relating to children without overstepping the boundaries of the rights of children? What are the differences in the ethics that relate to HIV communication regarding adults and children?

In some African countries women who are HIV positive outnumber men. In the Asia-Pacific region the number of women who are HIV positive is on the increase and may soon touch the same figures as men.  What are the causes and consequences of feminine face of HIV? How can media tackle the issue of gender and HIV? 

	09:00-10:30
	Chair
	China

	
	Panellists:
	Moneeza Hashmi

	
	
	ABU

	
	
	


Culture, traditions and language

HIV communication is only less than three decades old. Yet a large number of recommendations on the use of language as well as on the sensitivity to culture and traditions have emerged. However, these recommendations are mostly applicable to the English-speaking world. Some of the vernacular media have not been touched by the on-going discussions. How can vernacular media benefit from the international discourse on HIV, culture, traditions and language? How can we leverage on local cultural practices and the particularities of our languages in communicating HIV issues?

	11:00-12:30
	Chair
	India

	
	Panellists:
	Ken Clark

	
	
	Iran

	
	
	Vietnam

	
	
	AIBD


