[image: image1.png]I~






MAC AIDS Fund Survey – Executive Summary

In a first-ever global survey of public perceptions and attitudes around HIV and AIDS, the MAC AIDS Fund has unveiled when opinion defies fact and where belief and education compete. The voices – spanning nine countries and five continents – provide a sense of the issue areas where more than 25 years of activism and funding have fallen short.
	RESEARCH OBJECTIVES


· Compare perceptions of and attitudes about HIV/AIDS and the impact of the disease across countries

· Gauge perceptions about those most likely to be impacted by the disease

· Assess attitudes toward those who have contracted HIV/AIDS

· Explore attitudes about the hurdles to stopping the spread of HIV/AIDS

	EXECUTION


	Data Collection
	September 6-18, 2007



	Sample Size
	4,510 interviews across nine countries



	Sample
	Approximately 500 interviews were conducted in each of these nine countries: the United States, UK, Russia, France, China, India, Mexico, Brazil and South Africa.



	Margin of Error
	Estimated margin of error is ±4.4 percent at the 95 percent confidence level per country, ±1.5 percent for the total sample.



	Significance Tests
	Where a difference is noted as statistically significant, it is computed at the 95 percent confidence level.



	Weighting
	All nine countries are weighted equally in the totals presented to ensure that countries with larger populations do not dominate the results. United States and UK race and age data were weighted slightly to more closely match census data.



	Methodology
	United States, UK, France, China and Russia: Interviews were conducted by phone using random digit dial techniques

China: Interviews were restricted to large cities such as Beijing, Hong Kong, Shanghai and Guangzhou due to infrastructure and culture

Russia: Interviews were focused on western Russia and larger cities across Russia

South Africa, India, Mexico and Brazil: Interviews were conducted face-to-face, in order to also capture lower income respondents



	Language
	The survey was administered in official in-country languages:

	
	UK, India, United States: English

South Africa: English, Afrikaans

China: Cantonese, Mandarin

Mexico: Spanish


	Brazil: Portuguese

France: French

Russia: Russian

	KEY FINDINGS


ACCESS TO TREATMENT

While most people know that AIDS is fatal, many mistakenly believe there is currently a cure for HIV.

· Across all countries, nearly two in five (42%) hold the misperception that AIDS is not always fatal or are unsure.

· Where public education campaigns are in their infancy, like in India, confusion about the complicated epidemic exists. While 79 percent of Indians understand that AIDS is always fatal, fully 59 percent wrongly believe that there is a cure for HIV available today.

· Older adults in France are twice as likely as young people to think there is a cure for HIV and nearly three in five do not understand that AIDS is fatal.

· In the United States, African-Americans are twice as likely as Whites to believe that there is a cure for HIV, a misperception that magnifies the danger in the fact that the rate of new HIV/AIDS diagnoses for African-American men is seven times higher than for White men and 21 times higher when women are compared.
· Young people in Russia who have lived most of their lives with the Iron Curtain pushed aside are more likely to have an accurate understanding of the prognosis for AIDS, while only 37 percent of their elders (45 and older) believe AIDS is always fatal.
· Men in China are less likely than women to understand that AIDS is always fatal (65% vs. 75%) despite the fact that they account for nearly two-thirds of the country’s known HIV infections.
 People believe the lack of access to treatment is a barrier to stemming the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

· Seventy-six percent of respondents report limited ability to get the latest drugs or treatments for HIV/AIDS to be a problem that contributes to the spread of the disease.

· People in South Africa and Mexico ranked lack of access to drugs and treatments for HIV/AIDS as the number one problem contributing to the spread of HIV.

· Opinions from the United States, UK, Russia and France slotted lack of access to treatment behind only stigma and shame as the top contributor to the spread of HIV.

· In Brazil, where ARVs are universally provided, still nearly 50 percent of respondents see access to treatment as a problem in contributing to the spread of HIV.

People believe treatment is more widely available than it is.
· Nearly half of all respondents believe that most people diagnosed with HIV are receiving treatment, when in fact only one in five people who needed treatment received it in 2006.

· Only people in China and South Africa believe by two-thirds or more that most people who are infected with HIV are not receiving the treatment they need.

· Formal education makes a difference in the UK, where people without university degrees are more likely than their educated counterparts to believe most people with HIV are receiving treatment.

STIGMA AND SHAME

People believe that stigma is the top problem feeding the spread of HIV.

· Eighty-six percent of people believe shame and stigma around HIV/AIDS that keeps people from talking about and addressing the disease is a problem contributing to the spread of HIV.

· People in the United States, UK, Russia, China and France ranked stigma and shame around HIV/AIDS as the number one problem contributing to the spread of HIV. The remaining surveyed countries ranked the issue as number two or three.

· More connected to the social factors in the spread of HIV, women in South Africa are more likely than men to view shame and stigma as a major contributor to the epidemic (69% vs. 55%).

Prejudice, fear and stigma continue to exclude people living with AIDS from the mainstream.

· Across all countries, majorities are not comfortable interacting on intimate levels with people who are HIV positive: Nearly half of people are uncomfortable working alongside those who have the disease; 52 percent do not want to live in the same house with someone who is HIV positive; and 79 percent are not comfortable dating someone who has HIV or AIDS.

· Overall, the Chinese are the least comfortable with personal contact with people living with HIV or AIDS.

· Behind only China, people in Mexico outpaced all other respondents by more than 10 percentage points in reporting they are uncomfortable with the idea of living in the same house with someone who has the disease.

· Nearly half (44%) of people in India reported they would be uncomfortable to visit the same physician as someone with HIV/AIDS.

· More then 30 percent of people in the United States maintain they are uncomfortable with working with someone who has HIV or AIDS, despite the fact that protection from discrimination in the workplace under the Americans with Disabilities Act was extended to those who are HIV positive nearly 10 years ago.
 Despite holding onto stigma, people understand all segments of the population are at risk to contract HIV.

· Three in five (60%) global respondents recognize “responsible” people can contract HIV, yet more than one-quarter believe you can only get the disease from “sinful” behavior.

· In Brazil, China and Mexico, 60 percent or more of people believe that acting “responsibly” will protect people from HIV infection.

Knowing someone with HIV/AIDS personalizes the disease and polarizes opinions of related issues.

· Those who know someone with HIV or AIDS are more likely to agree that if people you know have HIV/AIDS, you are more likely to have or contract the disease than those who do not know someone (40% vs. 31%).

· By a margin of more than 10 percentage points over the nearest country response, the majority (73%) of South Africans believe knowing someone with HIV or AIDS puts a person at greater risk for infection.

· Adults who know someone with HIV or AIDS are more likely to agree that you can tell if someone is HIV positive by how they look and act than those who do not know someone (34% vs. 20%).

· The majority of those who know someone with HIV are comfortable with most interactions except dating, although even then they are still more comfortable than those who do not know someone with the disease.

WOMEN

Gender roles and corresponding discussions of safe sex with a partner are seen as contributors to the spread of HIV.

· Seventy-three percent of people report that a problem contributing to the spread of HIV/AIDS is that women find it too difficult to discuss safe sex with their partners, despite the fact that using a condom is proven to be highly effective in preventing HIV infection.

· In Brazil the difficulty women face in discussing safe sex with their partners ranks as the top problem contributing to the disease’s spread, while for men, the safe sex discussion ranks at the bottom of the list.
· In South Africa difficulty women face in discussing safe sex ranks third, under only limited access to treatment and shame and stigma.
· In the United States, UK, France and Russia the difficulty men face in discussing safe sex is seen as a bigger problem than for women in the spread of HIV.
	ABOUT THE MAC AIDS FUND


The M·A·C AIDS Fund, the heart and soul of M·A·C cosmetics, was established in 1994 to support men, women and children affected by HIV/AIDS globally. M·A·F is a pioneer in HIV/AIDS funding, providing financial support to organizations working with underserved regions and populations. As the largest corporate non-pharmaceutical giver in the arena, M·A·F strives to raise awareness of four key issues in the fight against HIV/AIDS: prevention, the link between poverty and HIV/AIDS, access to care, and adherence to medications and treatments. To date M·A·F has raised $100 million (U.S.) exclusively through the sale of M·A·C’s VIVA GLAM lipstick and lipglass, donating 100 percent of the sale price to fight HIV/AIDS. For more information, visit www.macaidsfund.org. CONTACT: Nancy Mahon, 646.613.6472, nmahon@maccosmetics.com
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